From:
To: South East Anglia Link

Cc:
Subject: Work prior to decisdion
Date: 02 October 2026 11:07:04

Good morning,
National grid has applied to build a converter station on Minster Marshes which was

the subject of a public consultation by the Planning Inspectorate. The decision of the
Inspectorate has yet to be published, but in spite of that, National grid have already
begam]n work both on the marshes and Pegwell Bay Nature Reserve. The work
involves heavy duty plant and survey vessels in the bay.

Please explain why they seem to be flouting the law and have proceeded with
preparatory work despite not having permission to do so. Surely this is illegal?

| await your urgent comments.

Thanks and best regards,

Adrian Smith

Adrian Smith Associates Limited
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'friig:ift'- sea Link was first costed at £1.1
billion, a figure fixed backin 2022 and built
on 2018 prices. Now OFGEM’s assessment
puts the real total close to £3.2 billion; rising
costs of this size do not disappear. They are
recovered through electricity bills. The gap
between the consultation and the number
OFGEM has approved is one we all end up

paying for.
Work under way - A final decision on planning
consent isn't due until 30th October from
DESNZ. Until then, Sea Link has no permission
to build anything. Even so, work has been
spotted at the converter site. Local MP Sir
Roger Gale has been vocal about this; he's
previously said the works make a mockery of
the planning process, and on 1st September
he raised the issue in the House of Commans,
calling on Prime Minister Andy Burnham to

intervene. :
Unwritten costs - Behind the figures, around
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